THE   SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

and the serpent-gods must have spread from a
common centre, by the migration of, or com-
munication with, the people who claimed Solar
descent.

So universally was the Naga held sacred, that it
would seem to have been the earliest totem of the
people who claimed descent from the Sun-god.

The tortoise, too, was a very ancient totem
of the Solar race. Like the hooded serpent, it is
held sacred in many different countries, and is
always associated with the Sun.

The worship of the Sun and the serpent is
found already existing, and indeed fully developed,
at the earliest dawn of history. No attempt will
be made, here, to trace its spread throughout the
ancient world; but in many countries, besides
India, it still remains, or has left its trace behind,
and some of these will be briefly referred to.

The existence of Sun and serpent worship at a
very remote period, in the countries between the
Euphrates and the Indus, has already been alluded
to. The conflicts between the Aryans and the
serpent race of Ahi, as described in the Veda*
and the struggles between the Iranians and the
dynasty of Azi dahaka, in the same region, as
recounted by Persian writers, have also been
mentioned,

In these, its ancient seats, traces of the worship
of the Sun and the serpent still remain. The
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